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Dear X-Creators, 

Since | am quite certain that, by now, you 
have already received more than a few let- 
ters of heartfelt praise for the creative team 
of Claremont and Lee, | won't bore you by 
going on at length about what a magnificent 
job these two gentlemen have been doing 
every month. All that mindless praise must 
get tiresome after a while. 

So, instead, | will restrict my comments to 
a brief explanation of why | have enjoyed the 
most recent issue, which was #276. 

First, it is always intriguing when the 
heroes and the villains seem to switch sides, 
even if only for a little while. In the latest 
issue, we get to see a different side of Death- 
bird than any which we have previously 
seen, and it is clear that the Shi’ar Empire is 
plagued now by a worse evil than her own. 

Vm sure that no one was really fooled by 
the new version of “Dark Xavier.” He was 
obviously an impostor of some sort, and no 
doubt of this remained after his summary 
execution by Wolvie—but it was still very 
dramatic, nevertheless. Things like this al- 
ways make for rapid page-turners. 

Even more entertaining was the timely 
arrival of Lila and Deathbird, and the line, 
“Two bad, beautiful babes with REALLY BIG 
GUNS!” I'll say! I'll be chuckling over that 
one for some time to come! 

it will be interesting to see how all this 
turns out. Skrulls turning themselves into 
duplicate X-Men... The “Host” and the 
“Cause”... The Starjammers hoodwinked 
...Hmmm... 

It was very nice to see that Rogue is finally 
back up to full strength, and at long last 
cured of her dual personality problems. She 
has always been my favorite X-Man, and the 
only improvement | would make on her, now 
that she is free of the Caro! Danvers per- 
sona, would be to give her a few muscles to 
go along with all that super-strength. This 
would be strictly a cosmetic change, | know, 
butin a visual medium . . . 

And while I'm on the subject, let me add 
my voice to what must surely be thousands 
of others who are demanding the immediate 
inclusion of the all new, all great, much big- 
ger, superbly-muscled Lorna Dane in the 
team! Surely | can't be alone, in all of Marvel- 
dom Assembled, in the thinking that she is 
the most awe-inspiring heroine since the ad- 
vent of the Sensational One herself! 

One more thing. A question, this time. 
Since when is the mysterious “Shadow 
King” the leader of the Hellfire Club? The last 
| knew, that dubious honor was held by Mag- 
neto, himself. Have | missed something? | 
am sooo confused! Since the Hellfire Club is 
my all-time favorite villain group, | find this 
gap in my knowledge to be profoundly dis- 
turbing. If the Hellfire Club has been shaken 
up again, | want to know about it! 

Anyway, keep up the good work! 

Dale P. Ochran 
(Address withheld) 

The Hellfire Club is due for a shakeup, 
Dale—but in ways they never suspected! 
The first clue to the future of everybody 
actually occurred in X-FACTOR #67 (get 
it if you still can). And speaking of X-FAC- 
TOR, if you’re a Lorna Dane fan. .. we'd 
watch that title closely. 


BOB HARRAS: editor — SUZANNE GAFFNEY: assistant editor 
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Dear Mr. Harras, 

Marvel Comics is rated XXX! This, of 
course, stands for X-MEN, X-FACTOR and 
X-FORCE! These are the three hottest titles 
in comicdom today!!! | am writing to you 
because you are the editor of these fantastic 
titles. | don’t know if you are responsible for 
keeping the superb creative teams that 
create these titles, but if you are, DON'T 
CHANGE THEM! Lee, Liefeld, and Portacio 
are the three best artists | have seen in 
years!! And if that wasn’t enough, the 
storylines and even the inking/coloring is 
supreme! If | sound overly excited about 
these books it is because they shine far and 
above their competition! | am addicted to 
ithese titles! | have been collecting NEW 
MUTANTS since issue #7 and | feel like | 
know these characters like old friends! | am 
happy to have been there through the years 
and watch the team grow and change and | 
am happy with the change to X-FORCE! 
However, the cliffhanger and the end of NM 
#100 is shameless! Cable is Stryfe?!? How 
can you expect me to wait until JUNE??? 

X-FACTOR is a book | have never col- 
lected or read, but that all changed when 
Whilce Portacio took over! And if that wasn't 
enough, | have heard that Peter David is 
taking over as writer! 

And we can't forget the X-MEN! | have 
collected this title off and on through the 
years and it has had its ups and downs. At 
the moment, however, itis soaring skyward!! 
My only real complaint with the book is Wol- 
verine. His age is being played up and it is 
being said that he is a “shadow of his true 
self!” Granted, he is probably in his 40’s by 
now, but his healing factor should cause his 
body to age more slowly, so that he would be 
still near his late 20s as far as performance 
level. 

In closing, | would like to say that you are 
also doing an excellent job on these titles. 
You must be very proud to be a part of them! 
Keep these titles coming as good as they 
have been and | will be a fan(atic) forever! 
THE MUTANTS HAVE RETURNED TO 
GREATNESS!! 


Andrew Roy 
P.O. Box 295 
Danville, NH 03819 


And they’re gonna stay there, Andrew! 
(At least we hope so.) 


Dear X-Friends, 

tam writing to congratulate you on the 
excellent job you are doing on the X-MEN 
lately. Issues #274 and #275 were superb 
and set a standard anyone would find hard 
to match. The storyline completed the evolu- 
tion of Magneto's character from villain to 
grim hero. The strength of this three-dimen- 
sional character is astonishing and he actu- 
ally seems to match Wolverine for raw feroc- 
ity. Magneto is the noble villain who feels he 
must do wrong to do right and desperately 
wishes he did not. This only highlights the 
tragedy at the end of X-MEN #275 when he 
turns his back on the dream of Charles 
Xavier. The parallel with Cable of the New 
Mutants/X-Force is strong. 

As for the team itself, Banshee is, surpris- 
ingly, developing into an excellent character. 


While | used to hate Banshee, the revised 
character is strongly compelling. He has 
overtones of a Charles Xavier who could 
actually lead the X-Men into battle. What he 
lacks in raw power he compensates for in 
charisma and mobility. | really believe he 
would make, at this point, a superior team 
leader to Storm. His idealism is tempered by 
practical sense but he is still willing to suffer 
for his principles. See the assault on Muir 
Isle (about issue #254) where he spared a 
downed enemy at risk to himself. And he 
certainly is a more staunch supporter of the 
dream compared to Storm or Wolverine, 
who stay more out of duty than inclination. 

Forge and Gambit are excellent charac- 
ters with broad powers but not overwhelm- 
ingly powerful. They bring diversity to the 
team. Jubilee is the brash youngster who 
breaks the tension and has still to prove 
herself. The current incarnation of Psylocke 
is strong and much superior to the original. 
And Storm and Wolverine act as the brood- 
ing mainstays of the team. People, this com- 
bination is excellent!!! 


Christopher Delaney 
(Address withheld) 

More developements are on the way 
for Magneto, Chris. So keep watching all 
the X-titles. 

Dear X-Mail, 

| guess the best way to begin this letter is 
to say issue #275 is the most fun, exciting, 
moving and surprising issue of any title | 
have ever read. | have literally read 
thousands. 

The first exhilarating surprise was of 
course the wrap-around cover, which | 
promptly and carefully removed, placed on 
cardboard and wrapped in plastic. Wa-Laa! 
One instant, awesome Lee and Williams 
mini-poster. 

Next—action from the start. Well written, 
well plotted action. Appropriate and fun to 
read. 

Did | mention satisfying? It seems to me 
Wolvie has been able to make much of an 
impact when worse comes to worse. By 
page six, panel two, | feared this would con- 
tinue. However, page seventeen, panel two. 
‘Nuff said!! 

Next, two of my favorites— Magneto and 
Rogue. With the wrap-up of this storyline 
you brought Magneto's pain and what drives 
him so much to light for me. | felt my heart 
was going to burst from my chest. His procla- 
mation of his realization that he isn't, never 
will be, and shouldn't have tried to be 
Charles Xavier is true to his character. This is 
one of the things | find most interesting 
about him. He is not rooted in evil, but in 
good, desperately trying to make an effect 
the only way he knows how. 

The complexity of Rogue is at a level until 
now unseen. It's great to see that degree of 
independence, intelligence, and X-Men mor- 
ality in her. 

The Starjammers, Lilandra, Deathbird, 
the Imperial Guard, Zaladane and her 
Horde, Ka-Zar, Zabu, Shanna and Fury were 
all magnificently illustrated with storytelling 
second to none. 

Like I said, the best I ever read. Make mine 
Marvel. 

R.C. Bricker 
1035 Epworth Ave. 
Dayton, OH 45410 


Whether Magneto is rooted in good or 
evil or something totally different is what 
makes the man so fascinating, R.C. We 
do know that he believes what he does is 
always fundamentally right—there’s no 
room for doubt. And that makes Magneto 
dangerous. 


